Mark 32:15 — 35:2: The “Little Apocalypse”

This passage in Mark, and Jesus’ comments here, often throw people for a loop — they
don’t know what to make of it, it sounds all freaky and unfamiliar, and they just throw up
their hands and say, “Who knows...?” or “It must be about the end of the world...”
However, applying the same principles of Mark study that we have been using all along
can help us make some sense of a tricky passage.

*First note - this kind of language was not foreign to them or to Scripture, no matter how
strange it sounds on our ears. Lots of this kind of stuff in the OT Prophets!

*Remember the context of the passage:

Jerusalem, Cleansing of the Temple, Cursing of the Fig Tree, Parable of the Tenants,
disputes with Leaders... Jesus has been critical of the Temple and hierarchy-based
religious system they have created and the roadblocks it creates to God, and has indicated
that God is doing a new thing...

*Pay attention to the flow of the passage and the language about timing:
* The Twelve, looking at the Temple: How pretty! (appearance - rem. the fig)
* Jesus: These stones will be thrown down.
* The Three: What?! When, what signs?
* Jesus’ answer:
* False prophets
*  Wars, rumors of wars
* Earthquakes
* Famine
* Trials/persecutions
* Gospel to nations
* “desolating sacrilege”
* Tribulation
* Sun/moon darkened, stars fall, powers shaken — apocalyptic language
* Sonof Man > gather the elect

“THOSE DAYS” ( ==> signs, warnings )
v Take heed (beware)

v" Don’t be anxious/alarmed
v Endure

. Heavenand Eathpassaway
“THAT DAY” (==> “no one knows,” suddenly, without warning)
v' Watch
QUESTION: Which of this stuff has happened in history, and which is yet to come?

To be precise: Which of this is about the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem
that happened in 70 AD, and which is about the End of the World...?

Jesus seems to speak of BOTH: “This must take place, but the end is not yet.”
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So what happened in history?

o 957-950 BC Solomon’s Temple built

o 722BC Israel falls to Assyria

o 587BC Judah falls to Babylon; Jerusalem & Temple destroyed

o 537BC Exiles return to rebuild the Temple & city — the Second Temple.

o 167BC Antiochus IV Epiphanes invades Judea and desecrates the Temple by

sacrificing pigs on the altar and erecting an image of Zeus in the
Holy of Holies! This is probably the “desolating sacrilege” referred
to in Daniel, and led to the Maccabean Revolt (ref. Hanukkah).

o 19BC Herod’s Temple begun... not finished until 64 AD!
* 2X the size of Solomon’s Temple
* 1,000 priests trained as masons
* Temple treasury supported from all over the world ($$$!)
* Built with cream-colored stone (1x5 meter blocks!) and adorned
with gold, the edifice shone like the sun from many miles away!

o 30AD Jesus crucified in Jerusalem

o 65AD Gospel of Mark likely written in Rome

o 66 AD Jewish revolt in Palestine begins

o 67AD Paul beheaded in Rome under Nero, massive persecution

o 66-70 AD Jewish-Roman War, chronicled by Jewish historian Josephus.

* 68 AD - 60,000 Roman soldiers under Vespasian (soon to be
Emperor, and one of their best generals) enter Palestine — much
bloodshed, towns burnt or razed, crops destroyed, trees cut down.

* April 69 — Roman legions commanded by Titus (V’s son)
surround Jerusalem when the city is full of Passover pilgrims!

* April 69 —Sept 70 - the Siege of Jerusalem lasted 6 months. The
city was systematically starved, and Jewish resistance was still
such that Titus had to advance block by block up to the Temple
Mount at the very end.

* Jerusalem was utterly destroyed and the Temple burnt to the
ground — no rubble left to rebuild. An estimated 1.1 million Jews
perished, with tens of thousands hauled off to slavery and the
arenas. The Romans kept Judea as an imperial domain, abolished
the priesthood and the Sanhedrin, and diverted the 2-drachma
Temple tax to the imperial treasury.
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Read the passage out loud.

Look for Questions...

Name Questions...

o The most obvious Big Question is: What is he talking about here?!

Staff encouragement about the passage: don’t flip out, don’t give up, remember
what got you here... We can do this!

Divide group into 3 smaller groups to look for clues

o Give them the Historical & Biblical reference handouts

o Group 1: 1* page of historical; “beautiful stones to trials/persecutions”

o Group 2: 2" side of historical; “gospel to nations” to the bottom

o Group 3: Biblical passages; Question - What did cosmic calamity indicate in

Scripture?

o Have them compare their references with the passage. What do they notice?

What questions remain?

Hear reports from groups...

Putting it all together:

o CONTEXT clues: What’s been happening up to this point in the narrative?
o TIMING clues:

= “Tell us, when will this be and what will be the signs...?”

= “This must take place, but the end is not yet”

* “Those days” (5x) of tribulation, cosmic disruption, and the Son of Man
coming — “I’ve told you beforehand” and “this generation will not pass
away before these things take place.”

» “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But of
that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels...nor the Son...only
the Father...watch; for you do not know when the time will come.”

» [t seems like something terrible is coming in their lifetime, which is only
the beginnings of the birth-pangs where something new is being born. Then
at some point (34:18?) he switches into talking about the End of History.
This pattern is common in OT prophecy (near-future morphs into Endtimes)

o APOCALYPTIC LANGUAGE clues: How do we read 34:6-16? Surely he is
talking about the End of Time there?

» There have been at least 6 times in Scripture where there has been a “Day of
the Lord” that referred to God coming in wrath to judge and bring down a
particular nation or people group (Egypt, Babylon, the Northern and
Southern Kingdoms, Edom, & Rome). The language used in each of these
instances is very similar — it’s spectacular and calamitous! When major
things are shifting on the earth — big things are happening in the heavens!
This also includes events like Jesus’ death and the coming of the Spirit at
Pentecost.

* Could the impending destruction of David’s City and the Temple in 70 AD
be a similar Day of Judgment? If so, why does he warn them...?

The catastrophic annihilation of the Jews, Jerusalem, & the Temple at the hands of
the Romans would certainly be a shock to one’s sensibilities... What is God doing?
Has God abandoned his people? What new thing is being born in all this...?

Let the reader understand... ©

Applications: When we find ourselves in challenging/hard/scary/even catastrophic
situations... what do we do?




