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GENERAL INFORMATION AND 
POLICIES 

We are delighted that you are coming to Campus by the Sea (CBS)! We are a Christian camp located on a 
beautiful beach in a private cove on Catalina Island. Our location and remoteness create opportunity for 
you to engage in activities that are unique to Catalina and give you the space to seek what God has in store 
for you. This information is intended to help you prepare for your time at CBS so that you can come away, 
meet God, and be renewed. 

PACKING  
Clothing: CBS is a casual beach camp. We recommend layers as mornings and evenings can be chilly. 
Casual clothes such as t-shirts, jeans, shorts, and a sweatshirt or jacket are ideal. Please keep swimsuits 
modest. Check the weather before coming. See our packing list at the end of this document for more 
details. 

Bedding: Each individual needs to bring their own sleeping bag and pillow. There is one full-size mattress 
and twin bunks in each cabin. Pack-n-play port-a-cribs are available for infants upon request, but you will 
need to bring your own bedding for the port-a-crib. 

Personal Items: Everyone should bring a beach towel, shower towel, and toiletries (shampoo, soap, etc.).  

Do Not Bring: Please do not bring Bluetooth speakers, e-cigarettes, radios, computers, video drones, 
weapons, pets, spearfishing gear or SCUBA diving equipment. 

BOAT INFORMATION: 
Please arrive at the terminal one hour prior to your scheduled departure and anticipate traffic as the Port of 
Los Angeles is the busiest port on the west coast. Boats leave promptly at their scheduled time. Please note 
the ferry terminal and address you are departing from.  Plan to pay for parking at the boat terminal. 

RECREATION   
Waterfront: When lifeguards are on duty (and ONLY when lifeguards are on duty) we offer swimming, 
snorkeling, kayaking, paddleboarding, float tubes, and boogie boards at the waterfront. We provide 
snorkel equipment, kayaks, paddleboards, boogie boards, float tubes, wetsuits, and life vests. Jumping or 
diving from the pier is not permitted. Campers are not allowed to SCUBA dive or spear fish at CBS. Parents 
and chaperones are expected to assist in supervision of minor children in and around the water.  We have 
life jackets for all ages, including infants and toddlers. Swim Test for camps with Minor Attendees only: 
For the first portion of your waterfront time, all minors (under 18) will be required to take a swim test, which 
is a simple swim around our water mat. If they choose not to take the test or do not pass, they will need to 
wear a life jacket while swimming. This measure is in place for their safety, particularly in the deeper areas of 
the waterfront. Please note that life jackets are also required for all participants when kayaking or 
paddleboarding, regardless of age. This test will be scheduled at the start of your first waterfront/or water 
activity and will last around 10 minutes. 

Fishing: We provide fishing gear and bait for fishing off the pier. If you plan to fish, please bring a valid 
California fishing license if you are 16 or older. You may also bring your own fishing equipment. 

Land Sports: We offer basketball, volleyball, gaga ball, disc-golf, pickleball, ping pong, corn hole, and 
more. Skateboards, rollerblades, and mountain bikes are not permitted at CBS, or on trails. Please do not 
bring these items with you. 
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Hiking: There are hiking trails within the canyon of CBS and a more strenuous trail that goes beyond the 
camp property. Hiking outside of camp requires checking out at the camp office, leader permission, and 
hiking with a partner. Please no hiking or rock climbing on cliffs. Hiking to Avalon is not allowed unless your 
group has scheduled this activity through us as part of your retreat as permits are required. 
 
DINING 
Food Services: Most meals are served buffet-style in the Lighthouse Dining Hall and enjoyed on our ocean-
view dining veranda.  
 
Dining Room Attire: We require shirts and shoes to be worn in the Lighthouse Dining Hall and ask that you 
do not wear swimsuits to meals unless they are under clothing. 
 
Dietary Restrictions: We care about our guests and want to know if you have dietary needs, restrictions, or 
food allergies in advance. Please include dietary information when you register your group or yourself/child 
for camp. We can easily accommodate those with allergies to nuts, gluten, and dairy, and can meet most 
dietary needs when notified in advance. Those with complex dietary issues may want to bring extra foods to 
supplement what we have. A camper fridge, gluten-free toaster, and microwave are available for those with 
specific needs. 
 
Opportunity To Serve (OTS): OTS provides an atmosphere of service and teamwork as groups of people 
work together to serve. You will be assigned to a meal to assist with set-up 10 minutes before a meal and 
then help with bringing dishes into the kitchen, cleaning tables and floors, and resetting tables after that 
same meal.   
 
MEDICAL INFORMATION/MEDICINE DISPENSING/EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Every camp participant must have a completed medical form and an individual release form in our 
Campwise registration system. Minors must have parent/guardian signatures and an emergency contact 
phone number. All individuals must have proof of insurance, which can be uploaded into our Campwise 
registration system.  
 
Medication: Prescription drugs for minor campers must be in the originally labelled bottles/packaging (no 
meds in baggies, blank canisters, or zip locks) and given to your group nurse or our camp Health Supervisor 
for dispensing. Medication refrigeration is available. 
 
Emergency Services: There is a medical center in Avalon and 911 service for emergencies. 
 
Communicable Diseases: We live in community here at Campus by the Sea and our desire is that you and 
our staff will stay healthy. If you feel ill or have any symptoms of an illness, please do not come to camp. 
While in camp, please wash your hands throughout the day and practice good hygiene. 
 
FACILITIES 
Accommodations: We will assign your cabin or shelter cabin prior to your arrival in camp based on the 
needs and size of your group. All cabins and shelters have one double-size memory foam mattress and 
quality foam twin mattresses on the bunks. In addition, there are storage cubbies, and a shared hanging 
rack located in your shelter or cabin. Please note that there is no electricity in the cabins or tent cabins so 
please bring a flashlight, and if desired, a battery-powered lantern. 
 
We ask that you do not bring food into your cabin. Critters are very good at finding snacks! We have a 
camper food storage cabinet in the Lighthouse Dining Hall where you can store snacks.  
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Bath Pavilion: The Bath Pavilion is centrally located and offers separate men’s and women’s facilities with 
flush toilets, hot showers, and electrical outlets. Please bring your own washcloth, towel, toiletries, and a 
hair dryer if needed. 
Additional Restrooms: In addition to the flush toilets in the Bath Pavilion, we have latrines in two locations in 
camp. 
 
CAMP SERVICES 
Camp Store: Our Boat House Camp Store is located at the beach. The Boat House offers apparel, gifts, 
drinks (including cold brew coffee), snacks, and ice cream bars. The store hours are posted on the 
Lighthouse and Boathouse doors. Items must be paid for at the time of purchase with cash, debit or credit 
card.   
 
Phone Services: Cell phones do not work in camp. There is a courtesy phone located on the backside of the 
Main Deck and one near the Lighthouse Seminar Room for complimentary 5-minute calls.   
 
The camp phone number is (310) 510-0015. We answer our phone 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M excluding lunch 
which is from 12:30-1 PM. We listen to messages each morning and will deliver them to the group leader if 
we cannot easily find the intended individual. 
 
Mail: The camp mailing address is:  
 

Your Name/Campus by the Sea 
#1 Gallagher’s Cove  
P. O. Box 466 
Avalon, CA  90704 
 

Please mail camper letters at least a week before camp starts.   
 
ADDITIONAL INFO 
Fire Hazards: No fires are allowed other than in the campfire ring at our beachfront amphitheater. This 
includes any smoking of tobacco products. Due to fire danger, only battery-operated lanterns are permitted 
at CBS. All cabins are supplied with a fire extinguisher. A $150 fine will be charged to anyone who 
wrongfully discharges a fire extinguisher. 
            
No Alcohol or Drug Use: We are a dry camp. No alcohol or drugs are allowed in camp, including marijuana. 
Use of alcohol, marijuana or any non-prescription drug will be cause for automatic dismissal from camp. 
              
Water: CBS is located on a desert island where water is considered a precious resource; all campers are 
asked to conserve water as much as possible. 
 
Disciplinary Action and Property Damage: Any camper sent home for disciplinary reasons will pay their 
travel and related expenses, forfeit all camp fees, and make full payment for any damaged property. Fines 
will be charged for any defacement of CBS buildings or equipment due to negligence. Such activities are 
contrary to the very purpose of the camp and may jeopardize future use of camp by the individual’s group.  
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CBS Recommended Packing List 
 

 

What to Bring 

• Clothing: Pants/sweats, shorts, t-shirts, jacket or sweatshirt 
• Sleeping bag/pillow 
• Flashlight (a must!!) 
• Toiletries (shampoo, body wash, toothpaste, etc.) 
• Towel (shower) 
• Pajamas 
• Modest swimsuit  
• Bible and notebook 
• Beach towel 
• Flip flops (for shower and beach) 
• Athletic/hiking shoes  
• Water shoes (if desired) 
• Refillable water bottle and/or insulated coffee mug 

What Not to Bring 

• Speakers, TVs, radios/boom boxes, 
• Skateboards 
• Drones 
• Firearms 
• Knives 
• Fireworks 
• Alcohol  
• Recreational drugs 
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